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Government should not change policies at 11Ts frequently: CNR Rao
http://www.business-standard.com/article/current-affairs/governmet-should-not-change-policies-at-iits-frequently-cnr-
rao-116110600812 1.html

Rao said that unless govt support lITs and give better funding he sees no future of Indian science and technology

Terming Indian Institutes of Technology (lITs ) as "prized brands" of the country, Bharat Ratna awardee scientist CNR Rao
called upon the government not to indulge in frequent changes in policies with regards to the institutions and instead
become an enabling agency by giving more autonomy and funding.

"Unfortunately we (lITs) are not independent entity. Government should not forget the IITs. This is their prized brand.
Unless they support lITs and give better funding | see no future of Indian science and technology.

"Funding that is enough to maintain its high quality, to experiment new innovations in lIT is key. They should not say IIT
you take care of yourself," the eminent scientist said while addressing the students at the 47th Convocation of IIT-Delhi.

"Government has to support so that quality of lITs is maintained. Our directors, chairmen and such people who run IITs
must be given more autonomy. | do not think government can run good institutions. Government is an enabling
institution," he said.

This year IIT-D conferred 264 PhD degrees, the highest for the IIT so far, apart from 109 MBA, 569 MTech and 621 BTech.
In all it conferred 1,964 degrees and diplomas.

In his report, Director Ramgopal Rao also stated a number of new initiatives including two new hostels (boys and girls)
and a sports facility, among others. Kumar Mangalam Birla, chairman, Board of Governors, IIT-D also addressed the
students on the occasion.

Rao pointed out that lITs also need to transform to order to remain competitive and retain its brand value.

"India has been trying to create a lot of brands and IIT has been its long-standing brand. The only thing people know about
Indian education wherever you go is IIT. Everybody in India, including the government, should realise that we should not
lose the brand value.

"Very rarely India succeeds in creating a brand. If you lose the brand value you lose everything, particularly in education,
innovation and intellectual sector," he said.

"To do this there many things are needed to be done and IITs should transform themselves. Science, engineering and the
world itself is changing. For example, there are many new areas in engineering where IITs have to become experts. There
are so many areas missing in Indian education," he said.

"There are areas where there is not even one expert in India. For example, synthetic biology. Another thing is flexibility,
which in undergraduate programme none of the IITs have achieved," he said.
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lIT-Delhi: No
out of court
settlement
with Swamy

RITIKACHOPRA
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 5

RULINGOUTthe possibility of an
out-of-court settlement, lIT-
Delhi has decided to wait for the
judiciary's verdict on the arrears
claim made by BJP leader
Subramanian Swamy.

The institute’s Board of
Governors (BoG), headed by in-
dustrialist Kumar Mangalam
Birla, met on Saturday to discuss
the dispute that has beenin the
courts forover two decades.

Swamy claims [IT-Delhi owes
him Rs 70 lakh as salary arrears.
TheBoG hadset upa committee
under board member and
Gujarat Technological University
vice-chancellorAkshai Aggarwal
afew months agoto explore pos-
sibilities of a quicker resolution.

“The next hearing is in
December, we want to see what
the court will say. We (IIT) also
want to close it (the case). We
don't want the problem to con-
tinue, but since it is in court for
now, we are not able to do any-
thing," IT-Delhi director V
Ramgopal Rao told The Indian
Express after the Board meeting.

IIT-Delhi set up the commit-
tee after the HRD Ministry, in
2014, decided to revisit the 40-
year-olddisputein2014 by seek-
ing DoPT's views on the matter.

Swamy had joined IIT-Delhi
as a teacher in 1971, However,
while he was on probation, the
institute sacked him on the
grounds that his appointment
was illegal. Swamy dragged the
institute to court and won the
case in 1991. He rejoined 1IT-
Delhi on March 27, 1991, but re-
signed the same day and de-
manded his salary and

allowances to the tune of Rs 70
lakhfor the period between 1972
and 1991,

IIT Delhi agreed, but cited
Fundamental Rule 54 of the
Union government to demand
details of his earnings from
Harvard University, where he
had taught for some time be-
tween 1972 and 1991. As perRule
54, IThadto only pay the differ-
ence between Swamy's arrears
and his earnings from Harvard.

The politician, however, con-
tended that he should be deemed
to have been on Extraordinary
Leave (EOL), which meant heis
not expected todisclose hisearn-
ings fromelsewhere. Swamy had
approached the UPA government
forreliefbut then education min-
isterKapil Sibal tumed him down.
Heagain moved thecourt.

After NDA-Il came to power,
the HRD Ministry wrote to DoPT
and enquired whether the BJP
leader'scase falls under 54{A) of
General Financial Rules and
Service Rules.InDecember 2014,
the department said the lIT was
not bound by the government's
rules, after which the BoG set up
the committee under Aggarwal
to explore early resolution to the
dispute.

However, the NDA govern-
ment’seffort seemsto havecome
toa nought, with [T Delhi finally
deciding to wait for the court's
verdict. “They (IIT Delhi) might
have set up acommittee, but
had never asked them to settle
(the matter out of court)”
Swamytold The Indian Express.“1
want the full money, plus 12 per
centinterestrate. Sowhere is the
(question of) compromise?
Maybe the government sug-
gested it. The matter is in court
and Iwill fight it there.”
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50% fall in startups
at II'T placements

Hemali.Chhapia
@timesgroup.com

Mumbai: Startups do not se-
em to be the lavour of this
placement season. The Indi-
an Institutes of Technology
have seen a 50% fall in the
number of startups that will
be present for the campus re-
cruitment drive. Missing
conspicuously are e-commer-
ce unicorns Flipkart, Paytm,
OlaCabs and Snapdeal. They
haven't vet signed up to shop
atany of the lI'Ts.

While the response from
the startups has been tepid,
overall it's a happy placement

Representational photo

season for the 1ITs with pre
placement offersupby 25-30%
compared tolast year.

Earlier this vear, the IITs
barred 31 firms, including
Grofers, baby clothing websi-
te Hopscotch, Portea Medical
and a host of other startups
from participating in place
ment drives, They were black-
listed for a year for “playing
with the careers of students”
bymakinglast-minute chang-
es to the offers, revoking offer
letters, falsely hiring the stu-
dents for affiliates and delay-
ing the joining dates.

»To check funding, P 15
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II'Ts screening startups to
check funding, stablhty

»Continued from P1

Committee, which de-
cided to blacklist these
companies, estimated that
around 135 students from
across 1Ts were affected by
thesecompanies’ actions,
While many startups
have stayed away; several are
being screened by placement
teams before they areallowed
to visit the tech campuses, At
[IT-Madras, 54 startups have
registered, Last vear, 98 were
present, At 1I'T-Bombay; there
are fewer startups among
companies that have listed to
recruit. “We are screening
the companies that want to
recruit from our campus,”
said a placement team mem-
berof IT-Kanpur.
“Their funding, cash flow
and the vear of founding, es-
sentially their stability is

'\lﬁhe All IT Placement

At IT-Madras, 54
startups have
registered. Last
year, 98 were
present. Similar is
the situation at
IIT-Bombay with
fewer startups
listed to recruit

what we are checking,” he
added. From the Roorkee
campus, 52 startups had
recruited last vear; this yearn,
only 35 registered.

“There is a significant de-
crease in the mumber of star-
tups that have registered for
placement drives this year
due to fimds crunch and oth-
er market issues,” said place-
menthead NP Padhy

Some regulars too have
not vet signed up: Delhivery,
Mad Street Den, Aura Semi-

DNA ND 06/11/2016 P-17

Top performing higher educational institutes will
get maximum autonomy, says HRD minister

New Delhi: The government in-

conductor and Practo.
encourage good st: l.l"'l.llph tu
participate in placements,”
said Padhy. While large e
commerce companies have
not vet confirmed their par-
ticipation, some IITs are in
touch with them. “It could be
possible that they do not have
manpower requirement. It
reallyhasn’tbeen agreat vear
for many startups,” said an-
other placement dean, on
condition of anonymity. The
processof empanelling firms
wanting to recruit talent
fromthelIT campuses isopen
until theend of November:
“Until last year, most of
the startups used to sign up
early on. Also, the firms that
were blacklisted made up
about 30%-40% of the star-
tups that used to visit all the
[ITs. Soit was certain that the
numbers would fall this
year,” said a placementdean.

tends to bring in a system where
the top-performing higher educa-
tional institutions will get maxi-
mum autonomy while the ones
which lag behind will have more
regulation, Union Human Resource
Development (HRD) minister
Prakash Javadekar has said.

Speaking at the convocation cer-
emony of TERI University on Fri-
day, Javadekar said that when it
comes to deemed universities,
there are some really good varsi-
ties, some average ones, and some
which are bad. “I want to have dif-
ferent set of rules for them. And
that should not depend on NAAC
grading, but National Ranking
Framework.”

“Based on that, we want to give
more autonomy and freedom with

very little regulation to the best

universities. The average universi-
ties we will have 50:50, and the bad
universities will have 90 per cent
regulation and ten per cent free-
dom,” the HRD minister said.

He added that, that is the way
the government wants to improve
the whole education scenario, be
it deemed Universities, be it pri-
vate Universities, or be it state
universities,

At the convocation ceremony, Ja-
vadekar, who has also held the En-
vironment ministry portfolio earli-
er, said that development and sus-
tainability can go together.

Our goal is development without
destruction, he said emphasising
that stopping projects is not the
answer. He added that India had
contributed much lesser to carbon
emissions than several other coun-
tries of the world. —PTI
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MPs to meet, discuss National

Education Policy: Javadekar

Coimbatore: The Ministry of Hu-
man Resource Development con-
vened a meeting of all MPs on Fri-
day to elicit their opinions and
suggestions on formulating the
National Education Policy (NEP),
as the subject is a national agenda
and not a political one, Union Min-
ister Prakash Javadekar said on
Saturday.

“All stakeholders in the educa-
tion sector should give suggestions
to make the policy. I have already
held discussions with students and
teachers about the problem in the
system,” he said, while inaugurat-
ing a seminar on ‘innovating In-
dia’s schooling’ organised by Isha
Foundation.

Javadekar said that as part of
the exercise, he has called for a
meeting with MPs of various par-
ties on November 10, “as educa-
tion is a national agenda and not a

political agenda, to shape the fu-
ture generation.” The NEP has
five pillars — accessibility, equity,
quality, affordability, and over all
accountability, he said.

Javadekar rued that though In-
dia has achieved and expanded ed-
ucation for the last 70 years, it was
yet to achieve gquality education to
reach 70 million students of KG to
PG standards, and added that the
erstwhile British rulers had tai-
lored education to create manpow-
er for their requirements.

Isha Foundation founder Jaggi
Vasudev said India’s education
system was largely a remnant of
the colonial agenda. “We have
done small changes, but not
rethought of education. Since
India is home to the one-fifth
of the world’s population, educa-
tion is of supreme importance,”
he said. —PTI
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11T team builds solution that weeds out ‘clickbait’ headlines
http://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/technology/three-iit-kharagpur-students-find-a-way-to-block-clickbait-
headlines/article9309420.ece

The extension enjoyed 93 per cent accuracy in detecting clickbaits and 89 per cent accuracy in blocking them.

A team of 3 students from IIT Kharagpur have built a Chrome extension that detects and blocks clickbait headlines.

When perusing news online, how often have you been lured by clickbaits —headlines that are catchy and excite your
curiosity — and then found the article in question disappointing? Repeated occurrence of clickbaits can lead to the actual
news stories getting missed out due to reader fatigue. To avoid this, IIT Kharagpur researchers have developed a browser
extension “Stop Clickbait” that can detect and block clickbaits, thereby preventing such disappointments.

Relying on the premise that good content must be embodied by “good” language, Stop Clickbait analyses a range of
features in the headline, including sentence structure, and categorises the headline as “clickbait” or “non-clickbait.”

The extension enjoyed 93 per cent accuracy in detecting clickbaits and 89 per cent accuracy in blocking them. The paper
describing this work, presented by the authors in the 2016 IEEE/ACM International Conference on Advances in Social
Networks Analysis and Mining (ASONAM), won the best student paper award.

Identifying a clickbait headline

Consider the clickbait headline “This Rugby Fan’s Super-Excited Reaction To Meeting Shane Williams Will Make You Grin
Like A Fool,” and compare it with a non-clickbait one, such as, “Tata Sons Announces Key Organisational Changes” or
“Editors’ Guild Condemns One-Day Ban on NDTV.” Some of the differences are apparent, but there’s more.

“We found significant difference in language used in clickbaits vs. non-clickbaits. Clickbaits use longer, well-formed English
sentences with hyperbolic words, many punctuations, informal word forms, verb tenses etc. that clearly distinguish them
from the non-clickbait headlines. It is this very difference in language that is harnessed to build our application,” says
Abhijnan Chakraborty, the first author of the paper. Abhijnan, who is a third year PhD programme candidate at the
Complex Networks Research Group at IIT Kharagpur, and worked in collaboration with Bhargavi Paranjpe and Sourya
Kakarla who are also students at IIT Kharagpur and Niloy Ganguly, professor.

In order to make it work mathematically, the team extracted the headlines from 18, 513 Wikinews articles to represent
the non-clickbait type and crawled 8,069 web articles from domains such as BuzzFeed, Upworthy, Scoopwhoop, and so on
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which regularly publish clickbaits. They had six volunteers go through these to sift out the clickbaits which would form the
basis for their study.

Analysing this data set, they quantified the characteristics of clickbaits. One marker was length of the headline — for
clickbait the average was 10 words, whereas for non-clickbait it was seven — and use of hyperbolic words. Another feature
was extensive usage of common word 3 or 4-grams in clickbaits — for example, “How well do you” or “what happens
when.” In non-clickbaits, they found that some of the most common 3-grams were “dies at age,” “found guilty of” etc.
The proportion of non-clickbait headlines that had these “most common” n-grams was only 19 per cent, as against the
clickbait group, which was 65 per cent.

In this manner, they zeroed in on 14 features that would differentiate the two. They tested three different machine
learning models for classification. This is the core idea of the research — building a classifier tool that automates the task
of identifying clickbaits. First, the models were trained using a certain proportion of news and clickbait headlines. All of
them learnt the patterns or characteristics that differentiate a clickbait from a news headline. However the underlying
mathematical formulations vary across models. The Support Vector Model performed the best. “93 out of 100 times its
decision was the same as the ‘ground truth’ labelled by human annotators,” says Abhijnan.

Blocking clickbaits

A survey showed that not all readers would choose to block the same clickbaits. This made them develop a method for
blocking the identified clickbaits based on individual choice. In the articles the reader clicks on or chooses to block, they
compared blocking based on the topical similarity (indicated by tags and keywords given by the developer of the site)
against that based on similarity of linguistic patterns. The second method proved to be more effective and was integrated
into the browser plugin.

News outlets, however, in competing for reader attention, could be using headlines with clickbait qualities to package

news. Abijnan agrees that such news items should not be penalised. “This task is a lot harder than the current scheme we
have deployed, and we are working on the extension to tackle this issue,” he says.

November 5
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IIT-D seeks alumni support I Delhi o hold

The Indian Institute of ~ or 2% (of their wealth and convocalmn
Technology (IIT), Delhi, assets) to their alma mater N ) )

ill tart 1 hile sieni ill. We art NEW DELHE: The Indian Institute
witsoon stafta calipglsh  WAE SIS a Witk eale of Technology will hold its 47th
to persuade its alumni to also going to start such a convocation ceremony on Sunday
dedicate a fraction of their  programme,” IIT-Delhi di- where Bharat Ratna awardee sci

wealth and assets to the in-
stitute voluntarily when
they sign a will, DHNS re-
ports from New Delhi.

rector V Ramgopal Rao said
on Friday.

The IITs have at least
48,000 alumni, many of

entist CN Raowill give degrees to
1961 students, the highest number
in past 10 years. [IT Delhi director
V Ramgopal Rao said the insti-
tute is also planning to increase

i " . : its intake of PhD students in next

_The premier technical in-  whom have emerged as suc- three years. He added that IITs
stitute has stumbled upon cessful entrepreneurs run- will conduct faculty recruitment
this novel idea to further ning their own companies, ‘]'_‘;'[:l'{:[‘_{! 1"(""_‘;1'1":“ I‘:‘t"‘}}'];'m:':‘l'(”
grow its finances from its while many others are lead- ulty members. It 1s important
own sources, taking cue ing top organisations all not only to have international
from some of the best uni- over the world. students but also international
i A faculty. We plan to conduct fac-
VE]‘S]'[]E‘S and_ oth_er l“‘llghﬁ‘l' The cent]‘e want:s t_he ulty n-'c'rm:n[u-mrlri\'e-L in I':H1>'l;.(ll1
educational institutions in 1ITs to increase their inter- countries and will begin with the
the US and other countries.  nal resources of funds to USinJanuary” hesaid.  HTC

“Alumni of many of the
institutions in the US and
other countries dedicate 1

slowly become self-reliant
in meeting their operational
cost.
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IITs set to conduct overseas
faculty recruitment drive

The recruitment drives will be an attempt to unlock the value of the globally renowned IITs

PR i

IIT Bombay in Powal —File Pholo

New Delhi: Prestigious Indian In-
stitute of Technology (IITs) will
conduct faculty recruitment drives
in foreign countries from January
in a bid to improve its global rank-
ing and attract talented faculty
members.

The recruitment drives will be
an attempt to unlock the value of
the globally renowned IITs and to
attract talented faculty members
from foreign Universities to teach
on Indian campuses.

IIT Delhi Director V Ramgopal
Rao said, “To ensure that the
global ranking of IITs improves,
it is important not only to have in-
ternational students but also in-
ternational faculty. We are plan-
ning to conduct faculty recruit-

ment drives in foreign countries
and will begin with the US in Jan-
uary.”

“Earlier we used to conduct a
similar exercise but that was 1im-
ited to candidates with Indian-ori-
gin. Here we will look only for
global talent. We will also encour-
age the faculty members to start
their own companies while
teaching here to lead students in
establishing start-ups,” he added.

The institute which will be
holding its 47th Convocation cer-
emony on November 6, is also
planning to increase its intake of
PhD students.

“We plan to increase the intake
of PhD students from current
2500 to around 5000 in next three

years. The idea is to do it in phas-
es so the quality of research
doesn’t suffer,” he added.

1I'T Delhi is also planning to set
up an alumni development cell
which, according to Rao, will be
manned by professionals. “We are
planning to create a CEO like po-
sition for the alumni develop-
ment cell whose financial re-
wards will depend on money gen-
erated by him for various initia-
tives being run by the institute.”
he said.

The institute is gearing up for

the convocation ceremony on Sun-

day where Bharat Ratna awardee
scientist CN Rao will give degrees
to 1964 students, the highest num-
ber in past 10 years. —pT

IIT profs to coach
aspirants via four
DTH channels

New Delhi: Taking the concept of
Digital India to another level and
reducing the dependency on coach-
ing institutes, professors from Indi-
an Institute of Technology (II'T)
will be providing coaching classes
to engineering aspirants through
four DTH channels from January 1.

These channels will be availa-
ble free of cost through Doordar-
shan’s Free Dish DTH platform,
and the aspirants will only have
to secure a Set-Top Box to watch
these channels.

The initiative named I1T-PAL
(Professor Assisted Learning) will
not only reduce dependence on
coaching centres but will also
reach out to the students who are
living in rural areas and cannot af-
ford to pay the fee for expensive
crash courses.

“A team of 40 professors from
various IITs have compiled 200-
hour lectures for each subject cov-
ering the entire syllabus of Joint
Entrance Examination. There are
many coaching institutes that
claim to provide easy tricks and
not every aspirant can afford to
join them,” IIT Delhi Director V
Ramgopal Rao told reporters. —TI

The faculty members will
be joined by teachers
from various Kendriya
Vidyalyas for these =
lessons and the focus will
be more on concepts.

— V Ramgopal Rao,
IIT Delhi Director



BY PRASHANT K. NANDA
prashant.n@livemint.com

NEW DELHI r

he Indian Institutes of
T Technology (IITs) will

offer freetuitions to stu-
dents across India to help
them crack the joint entrance
examination (JEE) for admis-
sion to the elite engineering
schools—a test billed as one
that only the best and bright-
est can crack.
! The IITs aren't saying so,
but the move will potentially
hurt India’s multi-billion-dol-
lar coaching industry, a large

portion of whose intake is
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IITs to offer free JEE coaching classes

madeup of IIT aspirants.

Beginning in January, the
IITs will provide tuitions
through dedicated direct-to-
home TV channels and the
Internet tostudents of Classes
XlIand XII aspiring to join the
institutes.

“We know what kind of con-
ceptual understanding is lack-
ingin asizableportionofaspi-
rants. Through our coaching
we shall clear those and make
themIIT-ready,” said V. Ram-
gopal Rao, director of IIT-
Delhi.

Tuitions for the JEE will be
offered in physics, chemistry,
mathematics and biology.

The National Council of

Educational Research and
Training (NCERT) will pre-
seribe the problems that stu-
dentswould have to solve, Rao
said.

“Weare starting from Janu-
ary 2017, which will give stu-
dentsample time (for over four
months) to prepare for JEE,”
he added. '

NIT-Delhiisin chargeof the
project, which is being imple-
mented by all the older IITs
(Delhi, Mumbai, Kanpur,
Chennai, and Guwr
ahati). Some Kendriya Vidyal-
aya teaghers have also beén
enlisteckin the exercise.

Rao said the human
resource development minis-

try issupporting the exercise,
which would be interactive,
helping students ask questions
and seek clarifications.

Professors will record at -

least 200 hours of lectures in
each subject. For regular prob-
lem-solving exercises, a key
component of the JEE prepa-

‘ration, IIT students will chipin

asteachingassistants for free.

Coaching schools have been
accused of preparing students
for the entrance test without
making sure theirunderstand-
ingof fundamental conceptsis
clear. Earlier this year, the
coachingindustry came under
the scanner after Kota in
Rajasthan, seen as the biggest
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The move will potentially hurt India's muiti- bifhon doIl'ar
coaching industry, a large portion of whose intake is mdde up of

T aspirants.

coaching hub in India, wit-
nessed nearly adozen students
commit suicide under pres-
sure to perform.

The offer of free tuitions is
eaq)ec‘tad toattract an encour-
aging response from ITT aspi-
rants, around 1.2 million of

Navoday Times 05.11.2016 P-7

PRADEEP GAUR/MINT

whom appear for the JEE main
stage every year. Only 150,000
are short-listed for the JEE
advanced stage forselectionto
the IITs. India has 23 IITs
which admit around 10,000
students every ‘year at the
B-Techlevel.
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Satyarthi asks I1T students to participate in children’s cause
http://english.mathrubhumi.com/education/satyarthi-asks-iit-students-to-participate-in-children-s-cause-english-news-
1.1481032

New Delhi: Nobel Peace Prize winner Kailash Satyarthi on Friday urged IIT students to be a part of his '100
million for 100 million' campaign and bring a change in the lives of underprivileged children.
Satyarthi launched the '100 million for 100 million' campaign this year to bring together 100 million youths
who could help 100 million underprivileged children lead normal lives. He said that he expects to bring together
100 million volunteers by the end of this year. "If you feel that there's something special in you then be
a part of those 100 million youths and do something for the lives of the other 100 million," the 'Bachpan Bachao
Andolan' founder said addressing the students of Indian Institute of Technology, Delhi (lITD) at their campus.
"You can raise you voice against injustice and slavery. India spends only four per cent of its Gross Domestic
Product (GDP) for people under 18. You can write a petition to the government and ask them to increase this
percentage to at least 10 per cent," he said. The event Youth Leadership for Change-
was organised by the Department of Management Studies (DMS) and National Service Scheme (NSS) wing of IIT-
D. Satyarthi said that three primary obstacles in the progress of children here are inclusion, equity, and quality in
education, and that an "honest political will is required to address these issues". He also said that he is trying to organis
e a first ever summit of Nobel laureates from across all fields to discuss
the issues and that 44 of them have already supported the idea. "The world lacks moral power and this convergence of
aurates will give a platform for that moral power to be seen by others," he added. This summit of laureates will take place
at Rashtrapati Bhawan on December 10 and 11.



